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A Quick Roundup-of GIS, Maps and More from Greeninfo Hﬂt‘-'mrl; May 2010

Dear Friend,

Spring is gradually turning towards summer and coming with it is a constant stream of really interesting
Greenlnfo projects, plus a lot of great work from others working on mapping tasks. We recently sent out our
MaplLines special edition on the new Parkinfo site — this is our regular May edition. As always, it’s hard to choose
just a few examples to share with you out of all the amazing work going on at Greenlnfo and elsewhere, but
here’s our pick for May:

A word about our web links — we try to show the real web link in text, but your click will actually run safely
through our newsletter system (it looks like this: "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?GreeninfoNetwork/f41750...").

The Last Landscapes — Parcelization in California

As the creator and steward of the California Protected Areas Database (CPAD), GreenInfo has spent countless
hours building and improving that dataset of areas that are now conserved. In order to help conservationists
and others prioritize threats and opportunities, we’ve been working on the data and analysis of private parcels
that are outside of incorporated cities (3.25 million assessor parcels in this data set!). The initial “Last
Landscapes” map is the inverse of what we often show: here the public and protected lands (and the cities) are
masked out with grey, and large parcel conservation opportunities appear in green. It also shows where there is
serious degradation of the rural ownership pattern, a problem that can lead to increased wildfire risk, expensive
service costs and more. Led by Larry Orman, with data integration by John Kelly and Maegan Leslie Torres doing
the mapping, this project will have more results to report on in the coming months!
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THE LAasT LANDSCAPES

Jenner Headlands Flyover Video

Those of you familiar with the beauty of the northern California coast will be thrilled to know about the Sonoma
Land Trust’s protection of the Jenner Headlands. The stunning 5,630-acre area is a nationally significant project
and the single largest conservation land acquisition in Sonoma County. Greenlnfo’s Tim Sinnott helped SLT
illustrate the beauty of this area by creating the Google Earth flyover in this video:

http://www.sonomalandtrust.org/protect/campaigns/jenner/jenner video.html|
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Parkinfo.org News

Greenlnfo's Parkinfo.org web site continues to get rave reviews--here's one from Mapperz, the Maps & GIS blog:
http://mapperz.blogspot.com/2010/05/parkinfoorg-parks-and-recreation-sites.html
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Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Mapping

There’s a lot of attention on the BP spill but Paul Rademacher (who was the first to connect Craigslist housing to
online maps) boils it all down to this: how big is the BP oil spill? Well, this big (and still growing):

http://paulrademacher.com/oilspill /#
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Here are some other efforts to map the extent of the spill:

http://www.google.com/crisisresponse/oilspill/

http://blog.fortiusone.com/2010/05/05/0il-spill-response-and-mapping/

Urban Forest Mapping

Have you ever wanted to know more about particular trees in your city? Or wondered how they add up to the
urban forest? Getinvolved through this great project: http://www.urbanforestmap.org/ Focused initially on
trees in San Francisco (but adaptable for use in other places), it’s a good example of opening up mapping to the
general public, using their knowledge to inform a key public policy issue (much like our MapCollaborator
application).
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ESRI - Very Useful GIS Wikis

ESRI, the publisher of ArcGIS software has two web sites that can be very useful: First, for anyone wanting to
know more about GIS terms and concepts there’s Wiki.GIS.Com (http://wiki.gis.com/wiki/index.php/Main_Page)
— as with most wikis, you can add your own ideas or information to this very full-featured encyclopedia. Second,
especially for those of you who use ArcGIS tools, there’s an ideas-wiki, ArcGIS Ideas (http://ideas.arcgis.com/)
that tracks all user requests for new features, bug fixes, etc. — you can even rank other people’s suggestions and
those with the most ranking tend to get addressed first. A nice little example of crowdsourcing software
development!

GIS Geek Corner

If you use geodatabases with coded domains, you’re probably familiar with their advantages and disadvantages.
Their great for keeping data values legitimate and normalized, but sometimes you really want a descriptive string
value instead of a cryptic code, especially if you’re exporting to another format. Greenlnfo’s John Kelly has
developed the gdb2shp tool (available on the ESRI ArcScripts web site) does that for all the attributes in a feature
class, but sometimes you only want to add a column as a string and populate it with the descriptions from a
coded column. Here’s John’s calculator expression that does the trick:

1 Attributes of CPAD_edit_felds

AGNCY_ID AGHCY_NHAME
201 |CaMornia Depariment of Fish and Game
208 [Ca¥fornia Siaie Lands L‘.nmrussrun

Field Calculator [ 2] %) 325 [Santa Barbara, County of

325 | Sama Darbara, County of

Belds: o Type: ) _3-2_5: Sania Bartara, County of
AGNCY_ID (= humber 325 |Santa Barbara, Eu-ur!t].r of
AGNCY_NAME 325 |Santa Barbara, County of
(" Sfring 325 |Santa Barbara, County of
" Date 225 | Santa Barbara, County of
1328 |Scotts Valey, Ciy of
3036 |Land Trust of Santa Cruz County_
3035 |Land Trust of Santa Cruz County
3033 |Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
3038 |Land Trust of Santa Er_L_l_z_Eirurlby
325 |Sania Barsara, County of
2033 |Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
Pre<Logic VBA Soipt Code ¥ advanced : 3[)33 Land Trus! Fl:lr San!u ﬂarb.!ra County
‘Comverts domain code to value - 1317 |Santa Barbara, {:Qf of
MAKE SURSEI:G"ER ;5 SESE"'EDHF: ;’% PANE :I 3033 |Land Trust for Santa Darbara County
'CHANGE B and sF ta you want to convert " an%E [Land Tt ¥
Din ks, ld s St 303t et of S TS Eniiy
sFeldB = [AGNCY_ID] R crtwikl
sFeld0) = "AGNCY_ID" i 3036 L4 Land Trust of Santa Cruz County
3035 |Land Trust of Sants Cruz County
4 _l_| 303 Land Trost of Santa Gruz County
AGNCY_NAME = 3036 |Land Trust of Santa Cruz County
al ﬂ 036 |Land Trust of Santa ¢r1.|: tnunw
ﬂ e

S I Y g = ey

r Canculate selechind fecords oriy

'Converts domain code to value

'"MAKE SURE LAYER IS SELECTED IN TOC PANE

'CHANGE sFieldB and sFieldQ to the field you want to convert
Dim sFieldB, sFieldQ As String

sFieldB = [LAYER]

sFieldQ = "LAYER"

Dim pMD As IMxDocument
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Set pMD = ThisDocument
Dim pFL As IFeatureLayer
Set pFL = pMD.SelectedLayer
Dim pFC As IFeatureClass
Set pFC = pFL.FeatureClass
Dim a As String

a = pFL.Name

Dim pFld As IField
Set pFld = pFC.Fields.Field(pFC.FindField(sFieldQ))
a = pFld.AliasName

Dim pCVD As ICodedValueDomain
Set pCVD = pFld.Domain

Dim | As Long
For| =0 To pCVD.CodeCount - 1
If pCVD.Value(l) = sFieldB Then
a = pCVD.Name(l)
End If
Next |

__esri_field_calculator_splitter__
a

That’s it for May — we’ll be back with some more great news in June, including the launch of our MapCollaborator
application, an easy to use mapping wiki that will let any group or agency quickly gather geographic information
from users through a clear, simple and inexpensive web portal. You can find a preview image
(http://www.mapsportal.org/collaborate/) on our MapsPortal web site, where we post more details on our
interactive web projects.

Happy mapping!

The GreenInfo Team

Larry Orman, Amanda Recinos, Tim Sinnott, Jennifer Strahan, Rhonda Friberg, Alex Barnish, John Kelly, Jason Jones,
Stephanie Ding, Maegan Leslie Torres, and Aubrey Dugger

Got great tips for us to put in our newsletter? Send ‘em to gin@greeninfo.org!

Check out these other Greenlnfo Network managed web sites: www.parkinfo.org, www.landtrustgis.org, www.calands.org,
www.protectedlands.net

Greeninfo Network | 564 Market Street, Ste. 510, San Francisco, CA 94104 | 415-979-0343 |gin@greeninfo.org

M Emailed Using
erticalResponse

Try It Free Today! »

11/15/2010 2:45 PM



